CHAPTER   III.

MODEKN   THEOSOPHY

TN the present chapter I propose to complete my study
-*- of Hindoo Thought by some account of that curious-
modern mixture of Hindooism and Buddhism which is known as
Theosophy. I do this the more readily inasmuch as it will not
only give me an opportunity of discussing certain great in-
tellectual fallacies by which the human mind has at all times
been deceived, but will also help to dissipate the exaggerated
pretensions which have been made for this particular system
by its modern disciples. For this ancient wisdom of the Eastern
Sages, this philosophy of the Mahatmas or Masters, professes,.
it is to be remembered, to contain a more comprehensive,,
harmonious, and sublime scheme of the Universe, than that
unfolded in the Modern Philosophy of Evolution; and to
meet and satisfy the higher emotions and needs of the intellect
and heart better than the Eeligion of Christ, I had myself
stumbled on the subject during the course of my studies of
Hindoo Thought, and imagining that perhaps it would form
only a natural sequence or pendant to the other Hindoo
Systems, I entered on the perusal of Mr. Sinnett's " Esoteric
Buddhism," the work in which the Mahatmas first gave their
knowledge to the Western World, with somewhat languid
interest. But I had not gone far when I found that it con-
tained a system of Cosmogony, Ethics, and Metaphysics, more